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DAYTON
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"THE RARER, THE BETTER:" UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON COLLECTION
PRESERVES RECORDS OF CATHOLIC LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES

DAYTON, Ohio- They're materials from the fringe, ephemera that more often than not
are tucked away in drawers or tossed out after a week or a month. From parish newsletters to
meeting notes and the written rules of religious orders, these are some of the materials being
preserved and cataloged in the U.S. Catholic Collection at the University of Dayton.
"The rarer, the better," said Michael Krieger, senior cataloger at the Roesch Library on
campus. Sitting in the collection's reading room on the library's third floor, Krieger pulled out

Towards a Benedictine Theology of Manual Labor, which was privately published by its author
Dom Rebert Sorg, O.S.B., in 1949, and argues for a spiritual understanding of labor which is not
in the "ignoble service of selfish greed."
A second book, Die Legende der Heiligen by P. Franz X.

W~ninger,

was published in

Cincinnati in 1857 for newly arrived German-speaking Catholic immigrants. These kinds of
small-run and rare publications make UD's collection a valuable resource for researchers.
The University of Dayton offers a Ph.D. in theology with a focus on the U.S. Catholic
experience - the first of its kind in the country. Scholars say the theology of the U.S. Catholic
experience is a largely unstudied field.
Preserving records of the Catholic Church and Catholic life in the United States is the
mission of this comprehensive research collection, which was dedicated in 2001. It contains
books, newsletters and other material about the Catholic Church in America by religious and lay
authors, as well as books on any topic written by American religious. It also includes
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audiotapes, videotapes, artifacts and other items relevant to the U.S. Catholic experience.
Nicoletta Hary, curator of rare books and special collections, started the collection in
1998. It now has more than 17,000 volumes and continues to grow through purchases and with
donations from American religious, boxes of which are literally stacked outside Hary's office
waiting to be processed. In them, she expects to find more prayer books, histories and internal
documents, many of which will be cataloged for the first time by any library anywhere.
Hary recently secured a significant contribution to the collection when St. Anthony
Messenger Press in Cincinnati agreed to make it a depository for its past and future
publications. The addition is "an incredible resource, for it shows what is being discussed and
of interest in popular Catholicism/' said Terrence Tilley, professor of religious studies.
Hary is also building the collection's holding of local materials with publications such as

25 Years of God's Blessings: St. Helen's Parish 1953-1978, a locally published book celebrating the
anniversary of a vibrant local parish.
A recent visit to religious sisters in Maine allowed Hary to secure the spiritual writings
of an Ursuline as well as the extensive biographical works of a Sister of St. Joseph of Lyon, as
well as other materials for the collection. "Added to the thousands of American and European
Catholic 'classics,' these are the resources that make UD's U.S. Catholic collection special and
unique," she said.
-30For media interviews about t.~e collection, contact Michael Krieger at (937) 229-4581
and Nicoletta Hary at (937) 229-4262. For digital images, contact Teri Rizvi at (937) 229-3241
or rizvi@udayton.edu.

